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Study Plan of DMus Programme 
 
 

Programme Title: DMus in Music Performance (DMUSMP)   

Offered by: School of Music 

Applicable Cohort: 2024-25 
 

1.   Target Participants 

The Programme is designed for students who hold a Master’s degree in music and wish to pursue a higher 

degree in the area of Music Performance. Applicants should have competency in performing with rich 

performing experience. They should have participated actively in concert performance and have accumulated 
considerable performing experiences. 

 

2.   Programme Information 

Study Mode: Full Time 

Study Period:  

Degree Study Mode 
Maximum Pre- 

Candidacy Period 1 

Normative 
Period 

Maximum 
Period 

DMus (entering with a Master’s degree) Full-time 36 months 2 36 months 48 months 

 

1    Maximum period to pass the candidacy requirement, counted from first entry. 

2   A student who fails to pass the candidacy requirement within the maximum pre-candidacy period is 
required to withdraw from the DMus Programme. 

 

3.   Course Requirement 

DMus candidates have to complete a minimum number of units for required courses and elective courses 

during the pre-candidacy and post-candidacy stage.  

For DMUSMP students, total number of units required for graduation is: 
 

Piano Performance Concentration (Minimum Units Required Excluding CE courses: 51) 

 

Pre-Candidacy Stage (2 years) 

Major Required Courses 3 units ×12 courses = 36 units 

Other Required Courses 

(Civic Education (CE) Courses) 

Refer to the official notice from GS 

 Major Required Courses 3 units ×5 courses = 15 units 
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Post-Candidacy Stage (1 year) Other Required Courses 

(Civic Education (CE) Courses) 

Refer to the official notice from GS 

 

Exceeding Normative Study 
Period (if applicable, 1 year) 

One of the Doctoral Graduation 
Concerts postponed: 

-MUS8632 Thesis: Doctoral 
Graduation Concert-Piano Solo- 

-MUS8633 Doctoral Graduation 
Concert-Piano with a Chamber 
Ensemble or Orchestra- 

Minimum number of units: 

3 units ×1 course = 3 units 

And/or any other course(s) not 
completed 

 

Vocal Performance Concentration (Minimum Unit Required Excluding CE courses: 45) 

 

Pre-Candidacy Stage (2 years) 

Major Required Courses 3 units ×11 courses = 33 units 

Other Required Courses 

(Civic Education (CE) Courses) 

Refer to the official notice from GS 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage (1 year) 

Major Required Courses 3 units ×3 courses = 9 units 

Major Elective Courses 3 units ×1 course = 3 units 

Other Required Courses 

(Civic Education (CE) Courses) 

Refer to the official notice from GS 

 

Exceeding Normative Study 
Period (if applicable, 1 year) 

Postponed Doctoral Graduation 
Concerts: 

-MUS8633 Doctoral Graduation 
Concert-Vocalists- 

Minimum number of units: 

3 units ×1 course = 3 units 

And/or any other course(s) not 
completed 

 

Conducting Concentration (Minimum Unit Required Excluding CE courses: 45) 

 

Pre-Candidacy Stage (2 years) 

Major Required Courses 3 units ×11 courses = 33 units 

Elective Courses 3 units ×1 course = 3 units 

Other Required Courses 

(Civic Education (CE) Courses) 

Refer to the official notice from GS 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage (1 year) 

Required Courses 3 units ×2 courses = 6 units 

Elective Courses 3 units ×1 course = 3 units 

Other Required Courses 

(Civic Education (CE) Courses) 

Refer to the official notice from GS 

 

Exceeding Normative Study 
Period (if applicable, 1 year) 

One of the two courses postponed: 

-MUS8333 Doctoral Graduation 
Concert-Conducting- 

-MUS8334 Professional Practice 
for Conductors- 

Minimum number of units: 

3 units ×1 course = 3 units 

And/or any other course(s) not 
completed 

 

 

3.1 Pre-Candidacy Stage 

 

3.1.1    Course Requirement 

Students in each concentration are required to complete 33-36 units of courses. The course list can be found in 

the appendix. 

 

3.1.2    Course Exemption 
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Course exemption may be granted to Vocal Performance and Conducting students who have taken an identical 

postgraduate course with outstanding result (“A” or “A-” grade). Supporting documents such as academic 
transcripts, course syllabus, certificates/diplomas and proof of compliance must be provided.  Exemption for a 

maximum of 3 units may be granted. Upon the approval of course exemption, students will be required to 

replace the exempted courses with electives of equal number of units. Applications will be assessed 
individually by the Division Head and should be approved by the Dean of the Graduate School after the 

endorsement of the Programme Director and the Graduate Panel Chair. 

Please refer to the Policy on Course and Unit Exemptions posted on the official website of Graduate School 

for more details: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/52. 

 

3.1.3 Candidacy Examination  

Students are required to complete course requirement and pass the candidacy examination between the end of 

the second academic year and the end of the maximum pre-candidacy period to obtain candidacy. Candidacy 

examination will be comprehensive and rigorous, including two parts: 

Part I - Written Examination on the related discipline; 

Part II - Lecture Demonstration/Concert. 

A student must obtain a pass grade in both of the above two Parts to pass the Candidacy Examination. A student 

can attempt each Part a maximum of two times. 

 

3.2 Post-Candidacy Stage 

 

3.2.1    Course Requirement 

Students in each concentration are required to complete 9-15 units of courses. The course list can be found in 

the appendix. 

 

3.2.2    Doctoral Graduation Concert and Thesis Defence 

The Doctoral Graduation Concert is the actualization of the research work and practices. A DMus candidate is 
required to pass:  

i) a thesis oral examination, and  

ii) a doctoral graduation concert. 

Both of them should be assessed by an Assessment Committee.  

 

3.3. Post-candidacy – Students Exceeding Normative Study Period 

If a student cannot stage the Doctoral Graduation Concert within normative study period, he/she may apply to 

postpone the concert to another time as approved by the School. However, that student must register for the Doctoral 

Graduation Concert course and/or any other course(s) that have not yet completed.  

 

4.   Progress towards Graduation 

Please refer to 5. Progress towards Graduation in Code of Practice. 

 

5.  Other Information 

Code of Practice Research Postgraduate Studies refers to https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/RPG 
 
Other Supplementary Materials (including Copyright, Academic Integrity, Honesty in Academic Work and 

Research and Thesis Writing, etc.) refers to https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/143

https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/52
https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/sites/gs.prod.dpsite02.cuhk.edu.cn/files/2022-11/COP%205%20RPG-Oct.2022.pdf
https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/RPG
https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/143
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Appendix 

Piano Performance Concentration 

Pre-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS7600 Graduate Study for Pianists I  3 C 

MUS7601 Graduate Study for Pianists II 3 C 

MUS7610 Piano Literature - Solo  3 C 

MUS7611 Essentials of Proper Piano Technique 3 C 

MUS7612 Chamber Music Literature for Piano 3 C 

MUS7613 Teaching and Developing Virtuoso Piano Playing  3 C 

MUS8600 Graduate Study for Pianists III 3 C 

MUS8601 Graduate Study for Pianists IV 3 C 

MUS8610 Orchestral Works for Piano 3 C 

MUS8611 The Art of Music Score Reading 3 C 

MUS8620 Contemporary Piano Literature 3 C 

MUS8621 Psychology and Methodology of Music Teaching  3 C 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS8602 Graduate Study for Pianists V 3 C 

MUS8622 Thesis in Piano Performance 3 C 

MUS8623 Preparing and Presenting a Lecture Recital  3 C 

MUS8632 Doctoral Graduation Concert – Piano Solo 3 C 

MUS8633 Doctoral Graduation Concert – Piano with a Chamber 
Ensemble or Orchestra 

3 C 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

GGE5001C Academic Writing and Presentation 2 Pass 
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Vocal Performance Concentration 

Pre-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS7200 Graduate Study for Vocalists I  3 C 

MUS7201 Graduate Study for Vocalists II  3 C 

MUS7202 Special Topic in Vocal Music Literature I 3 C 

MUS7203 Special Topic in Vocal Music Literature II 3 C 

MUS7210 Doctoral Vocal Solo Recital I 3 C 

MUS7211 Doctoral Vocal Solo Recital II 3 C 

MUS8200 Graduate Study for Vocalists III 3 C 

MUS8201 Graduate Study for Vocalists IV 3 C 

MUS8202 Doctoral Seminar for Vocalists 3 C 

MUS8203 Opera Studies I 3 C 

MUS8211 
Candidacy Examination Preparation cum Examination for 
Vocalists 

3 C 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS8222 Graduate Study for Vocalists V 3 C 

MUS8232 Thesis in Vocal Performance 3 C 

MUS8233 Doctoral Graduation Concert – Vocalists 3 C 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

GGE5001C Academic Writing and Presentation 2 Pass 

MUS8204 Opera Studies II 3 C 

MUS8205 Vocal Works by Chinese Composers 3 C 
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Conducting Concentration 

Pre-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS7300 Graduate Study for Conductors I 3 C 

MUS7301 Graduate Study for Conductors II  3 C 

MUS7302 Advanced Score Reading and Musicianship for Conductors 3 C 

MUS7303 Special Topic in Orchestral Music Literature I 3 C 

MUS7310 Conducting Practicum I  3 C 

MUS7311 Conducting Practicum II 3 C 

MUS8300 Graduate Study for Conductors III 3 C 

MUS8301 Graduate Study for Conductors IV 3 C 

MUS8303 Special Topic in Orchestral Music Literature II 3 C 

MUS8310 Orchestral Conducting Seminar 3 C 

MUS8320 Opera Conducting I  3 C 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS8323 
Chamber Ensemble/Orchestra Repertoire Studies and 
Conducting 

3 C 

MUS8324 Music Literature and Its Interpretations in Humanities 3 C 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

MUS8321 Opera Conducting II 3 C 

MUS8322 Thesis in Orchestral Conducting 3 C 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course Code Course Title Units Minimum Grade 

GGE5001C Academic Writing and Presentation 2 Pass 

MUS8333 Doctoral Graduation Concert – Conducting 3 C 

MUS8334 Professional Practice for Conductors 3 C 

 

 

Last Update: August 2024 
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Appendix 
 

Course Descriptions 

 

Course code Course Title 

MUS7200 
Graduate Study for Vocalists I 

研究生聲樂課（一） 

Brief course description: 

This course is a one-to-one coaching in practical singing skills and the development of musicianship. Students will learn 

how to produce the best singing tone and to perform in the right kind of interpretation and style. 

MUS7201 
Graduate Study for Vocalists II 

研究生聲樂課（二） 

Brief course description: 

This one-to-one coaching course is the continuation of MUS7200. Students will strengthen their practical singing skills 
and develop their musicianship. Students will learn how to produce the best singing tone and perform in the right kind of 

interpretation and style. 

MUS7202 
Special Topic in Vocal Music Literature I 

聲樂文獻專題研究（一） 

Brief course description: 

This course discusses selected topics in vocal literature within the period from the 17th century to the present day. The 

literature does not limit to western classical music such as German Lieder, French chansons, Italian arias and the operatic 

genres; and may cover doctrines and issues in musical works written in Chinese and other languages. 

MUS7203 
Special Topic in Vocal Music Literature II 

聲樂文獻專題研究（二） 

Brief course description: 

This course is the continuation of MUS7202. It further elaborates on selected topics in vocal literature within the period 

from the 17th century to the present day. The literature does not limit to western classical music such as German Lieder, 
French chansons, Italian arias and the operatic genres; and may cover doctrines and issues in musical works written in 

Chinese and other languages. 

MUS7210 
Doctoral Vocal Solo Recital I 

聲樂博士生獨唱會（一） 

Brief course description: 

This is a vocal concert to be delivered by the students which will have the programme and selected repertoire jointly 

decided with the teachers. Students will prepare the concert under the supervision of the teacher in technical competency, 
style and interpretation, stage manner, etc. Students will also need to prepare their biography and programme notes. 

MUS7211 
Doctoral Vocal Solo Recital II 

聲樂博士生獨唱會（二） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS7210 which is a vocal concert to be delivered by the students having the programme and 

selected repertoire jointly decided with the teachers. Students will prepare a comprehensive and more technically advanced 
concert under the supervision of the teacher in technical competency, style and interpretation, stage manner, etc. Students 

will also need to prepare their biography and programme notes. 

MUS7300 
Graduate Study for Conductors I  

研究生指揮課（一） 
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Brief course description: 

This is a coaching course of conducting skills, preparation of score, preparation for rehearsal, style and interpretation, self-

evaluation, etc. 

MUS7301 
Graduate Study for Conductors II 

研究生指揮課（二） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS7300. It elaborates on the coaching of conducting skills, preparation of score, preparation 

for rehearsal, style and interpretation, self-evaluation, etc. 

MUS7302 
Advanced Score Reading and Musicianship for Conductors 

高級讀譜及音樂素養訓練 

Brief course description: 
This course leads students on how to approach more complicated musical works and the ways of preparing and marking 

the scores. Difficult passages will need to be highlighted and rehearsal skills will be deliberated to achieve the most 

efficient rehearsal result with accuracy and musical presentation. 

MUS7303 
Special Topic in Orchestral Literature I 

樂隊作品文獻專題研究（一） 

Brief course description: 
This course selects orchestral repertoire from the 17h century to the present day for analytical discussion on the historical 

background and significance of the selected works, their influences, conducting points of interest and difficulties that 

students may encounter. 

MUS7310 
Conducting Practicum I 

指揮實踐（一） 

Brief course description: 

This practice-based course allows students to implement their acquired skills in a professional situation. Through the 

arrangement of the School, students will be placed in a professional group to practice what they have learnt. This may 

include sectional rehearsal, full rehearsal and actual concerts. The teacher will serve as Practicum supervisor. 

MUS7311 
Conducting Practicum II 

指揮實踐（二） 

Brief course description: 
This is the continuation of MUS7310. This practice-based course allows students to further implement their acquired skills 

in a professional situation. Through the arrangement of the School, students will be placed in a professional group to 

practice what they have learnt. This may include sectional rehearsal, full rehearsal and actual concerts. The teacher will 

serve as Practicum supervisor. 

MUS7600 
Graduate Study for Pianists I 

研究生鋼琴課（一） 

Brief course description:   
This course is a one-to-one coaching in the fundamental practical skills of playing the piano. Students will learn how to 

improve their piano playing techniques and skills, to perform in the right kind of style and with a high level of artistry. 

MUS7601 
Graduate Study for Pianists II 

研究生鋼琴課（二） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS7600. The course is a one-to-one coaching in the intermediate practical skills of playing 

the piano. Students will learn how to polish their piano playing techniques and skills, to perform in the right kind of style 

and with a high level of artistry. 
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MUS7610 
Piano Literature - Solo 

鋼琴音樂文獻 – 獨奏曲 

Brief course description: 

This course presents selected piano literature with references to elements in history of music and art. There will be a lot 

of listening to familiarize students with the selected works with appropriate stylistic interpretation and technical details. 

MUS7611 
Essentials of Proper Piano Technique 

正確鋼琴技巧概要 

Brief course description: 

This course will train students to formulate a sharp observations and applications to the essentials of proper piano 

techniques including posture, fingering techniques, the use of pedals, relaxation, etc. 

MUS7612 
Chamber Music Literature for Piano 

鋼琴室內樂文獻 

Brief course description: 

This course will introduce students to selected chamber music literature involving the piano. Elements in the history of 

music and art will be included. There will be a lot of listening to familiarize students on the selected works with appropriate 

stylistic interpretation and technical details. 

MUS7613 
Teaching and Developing Virtuoso Piano Playing 

鋼琴專業演奏的教學與發展 

Brief course description: 

This course will introduce students to the fundamentals of teaching, developing, maintaining and mastering virtuoso 
techniques in piano playing. Various master schools in virtuoso piano playing will be introduced and discussed. The 

different ways of playing style will be demonstrated. 

MUS8200 
Graduate Study for Vocalists III 

研究生聲樂課（三） 

Brief course description: 

This one-to-one coaching course is the continuation of MUS7201. Students will further strengthen their practical singing 

skills and develop their musicianship. Students will learn how to produce the best singing tone and perform in the right 
kind of interpretation and style with a high level of artistry. 

MUS8201 
Graduate Study for Vocalists IV 

研究生聲樂課（四） 

Brief course description: 

This one-to-one coaching course is the continuation of MUS8200 Students will achieve the best singing skills and 

consolidate the musicianship. Students will learn how to produce the best singing tone and perform in the right kind of 

interpretation and style with a higher level of artistry. 

MUS8202 
Doctoral Seminar for Vocalists 

聲樂博士生專題研討會 

Brief course description: 

This seminar course will have invited guest speakers moderated by the teacher to discuss issues and concerns in vocal 

performance including but not limited to technical, physiological, philosophical and aesthetical topics. 

MUS8203 
Opera Studies I 

歌劇研習（一） 



 
10 

Brief course description: 

This course introduces students to the participation in an opera performance which is a comprehensive presentation 

including many technical areas in addition to singing. Students will prepare a complete opera or excerpts of an opera under 

the guidance of the teacher for a stage performance at the end of term. 

MUS8204 
Opera Studies II 

歌劇研習（二） 

Brief course description: 

This course is the continuation MUS8203. It further elaborates on the participation in an opera performance which is a 

comprehensive presentation including many technical areas in addition to singing. Students will prepare another complete 

opera or excerpts of an opera under the guidance of the teacher for a stage performance at the end of term. 

MUS8205 
Vocal Works by Chinese Composers 

中國作曲家聲樂作品 

Brief course description: 

This course brings forth the more significant vocal solo works or operatic arias written or arranged by Chinese composers 

in the last century. Students will take note of the original ideas of works which in many cases involve Chinese traditional, 

operatic or folksong references. 

MUS8211 
Candidacy Examination Preparation cum Examination for Vocalists 

聲樂資格考試備考與考試 

Brief course description: 

This course presents the scope of the Candidacy Examination. Topics and content with related materials will be introduced 

and drilled. Students will take the Candidacy Examination at the end of the course. 

MUS8222 
Graduate Study for Vocalists V 

研究生聲樂課（五） 

Brief course description: 

This one-to-one coaching course is the continuation of MUS8201.  Students will achieve the best singing skills and 
musicianship. Students will learn how to produce the best singing tone and perform in the right kind of interpretation and 

style with the highest level of artistry. 

MUS8232 
Thesis in Vocal Performance 

聲樂表演論文 

Brief course description: 

This course is the planning and writing of a thesis in vocal performance. Under the guidance of a supervisor, students will 

select a suitable topic and read the references. Students will then work independently to deliver a paper on the selected 

topic with regular consultation with their supervisors. An oral defence will take place after submitting thesis. 

MUS8233 
Doctoral Graduation Concert - Vocalists 

聲樂博士生畢業音樂會 

Brief course description: 

This is the final concert of the students of Vocal Performance who will discuss with their teacher for a suitable programme 

showcasing the student’s strength, virtuosity, musicality and personal style. It should be a concert with the highest 

professional standard at the international level. Biography and programme notes will also be prepared and edited by the 

students involved. 

MUS8300 
Graduate Study for Conductors III 

研究生指揮課（三） 
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Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS7301. It includes in-depth coaching of conducting skills, preparation of score, preparation 

for rehearsal, style and interpretation, self-evaluation, etc. 

MUS8301 
Graduate Study for Conductors IV 

研究生指揮課（四） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS8300. Students should now be very independent and can prepare the selected score for 

planning rehearsal and concert with little supervision by the teachers. 

MUS8303 
Special Topic in Orchestral Literature II 

樂隊作品文獻專題研究（二） 

Brief course description: 

This course is the continuation of MUS7303 which selects orchestral repertoire from the 17th century to the present day 

for in-depth analytical discussion on the historical background and significance of the selected works, their influences, 

conducting points of interest and difficulties that students may encounter. These works may be the well-known or lesser 

known pieces of music. 

MUS8310 
Orchestral Conducting Seminar 

樂隊指揮法研討會 

Brief course description: 

This seminar course will have invited guest speakers moderated by the teacher to discuss issues and concerns in conducting 

performance including but not limited to technical, physiological, philosophical and aesthetical topics. 

MUS8320 
Opera Conducting I 

歌劇指揮法（一） 

Brief course description: 

This course develops students’ skills and techniques in conducting opera. Students will note the music, the act, the scene, 
the characters, the lighting and the many other aspects contributing to an opera. 

MUS8321 
Opera Conducting II 

歌劇指揮法（二） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS8320. It further develops students’ skills and techniques in conducting opera. Students 

will note the music, the act, the scene, the characters, the lighting and the many other aspects contributing to an opera. 

MUS8322 
Thesis in Orchestral Conducting 

樂隊指揮法論文 

Brief course description: 
This course is the planning and writing of a thesis in orchestral conducting. Under the guidance of a supervisor, students 

will select a suitable topic, read and develop the references. Students will then work independently to deliver the thesis on 

a selected topic with regular consultation with their supervisors. An oral defence will take place after submitting thesis. 

MUS8323 
Chamber Ensemble/Orchestra Repertoire Studies and Conducting 

室内樂/樂隊曲目之研習與指揮 
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Brief course description: 

This course studies music repertoires written for chamber orchestra and ensemble of all kinds of combinations through 

the various musical style periods. Students will be introduced to the more significant works in this genre, make an in-

depth analysis and learn to conduct these pieces proficiently in the appropriate style. 

MUS8324 
Music Literature and Its Interpretations in Humanities 

音樂文獻與其演繹的人文精神 

Brief course description: 

This course covers the aesthetical and philosophical issues of selected musical works to examine the performing style and 

interpretation. Students will discuss the elements and the spirit of humanities as reflected in the musical works and applied 

to music performances. 

MUS8333 
Doctoral Graduation Concert – Conducting 

指揮博士生畢業音樂會 

Brief course description: 

This is the final concert of the students of Conducting who will discuss with their  teacher for a suitable programme 

showcasing the student’s strength, virtuosity, musicality and personal style. It should be a concert with the highest 

professional standard at the international level. Biography and programme notes will also be prepared and edited by the 

students. 

MUS8334 
Professional Practice for Conductors 

指揮的專業實踐 

Brief course description: 

This practice-based course requires students to station in a performing group taking up conducting duties. Students may 

opt to form a new group and serves as its Music Director. Their duties will include selecting musical works suitable to the 

group, auditioning musicians and soloists, planning the concert, conducting the rehearsal and concert with video 

documentation plus writing a self-evaluation report. It is hoped that through such practices, students will cultivate their 

leadership, creative spirit, workplace drive and career development. 

Students need to provide a portfolio of the above-mentioned and submit it to the teachers for an oral interview. 

MUS8600 
Graduate Study for Pianists III 

研究生鋼琴課（三） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS7601.  It is a one-to-one coaching in the advanced practical skills of playing the piano. 

Students will learn how to further polish their playing techniques and skills, to perform in the right kind of style and 

interpretation at a higher level of artistry. 

MUS8601 
Graduate Study for Pianists IV 

研究生鋼琴課（四） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS8600.  It is a one-to-one coaching in the virtuosic skills of playing the piano. Students will 

consolidate their playing techniques and skills, to perform in the most appropriate style and interpretation at the highest 

level of artistry. 

MUS8610 
Orchestral Works for Piano 

鋼琴與樂隊作品 
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Brief course description: 

This course discusses selected works featuring the piano with an orchestra. Students will study the piano solo part as well 

as the orchestral part to have a complete understanding of the selected works through detailed analysis. 

MUS8611 
The Art of Music Score Reading 

樂譜閱讀藝術 

Brief course description: 

This course develops students’ ability in analytical listening through score reading of a wide variety of music materials. 

Students will be brought to attention the essential points in score reading including mental preparation and insightful 

observation. 

MUS8620 
Contemporary Piano Literature 

當代鋼琴文獻 

Brief course description: 

This course discusses selected piano repertoire in contemporary music (from the 20th century to the present days) 

including music written by Chinese composers whether arrangement of traditional tunes or original compositions. The 

role of classical music in a modern society and the role of pop music will be examined. 

MUS8621 
Psychology and Methodology of Music Teaching 

音樂教學心理學與方法論 

Brief course description:   

This course discusses the psychology of musicians taking references to their behaviour and thinking. Methodology will 

be derived for the musicians on teaching music to a wide range of people from amateur to professional, from young to 

old. 

MUS8602 
Graduate Study for Pianists V 

研究生鋼琴課（五） 

Brief course description: 

This is the continuation of MUS8601.  It is a one-to-one coaching in the virtuosic skills of playing the piano. Students will 

further consolidate their playing techniques and skills, to perform in the most appropriate style and interpretation at the 

highest level of artistry. Students will form a unique voice of their own so that their performance will come up with a 

personal identity. 

MUS8622 
Thesis in Piano Performance 

鋼琴演奏論文 

Brief course description: 

This course is the planning and writing of a thesis in piano performance. Under the guidance of a supervisor, students will 

select a suitable topic, read and develop the references. Students will then work independently to deliver the paper on a 

selected topic with regular consultation with their supervisors. An oral defence will take place after submitting thesis. 

MUS8623 
Preparing and Presenting a Lecture Recital 

講座音樂會的準備與發表 

Brief course description: 
This practice-based course introduces students to the preparation process of a lecture recital including the selection of 

topic and materials, the related academic research, the write up, the steps in presentation, the demonstration, interaction 

with audience, etc. 

MUS8632 
Doctoral Graduation Concert – Piano Solo 

博士生畢業音樂會 – 鋼琴獨奏 
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Brief course description: 
This is a solo concert which the students have been preparing under the supervision of a teacher to ensure steady progress 

towards the highest level of artistry. Students will need to prepare the programme book including biography, programme 

notes of selected works and layout. 

A student is required to meet with his/her supervisor regularly during the term. The supervisor will provide necessary 

guidance and supervision on the student’s preparation of the Doctoral Graduation Concert and monitors his/her progress. 

MUS8633 
Doctoral Graduation Concert – Piano with a Chamber Ensemble or Orchestra 

博士生畢業音樂會 – 鋼琴與室內樂或樂隊 

Brief course description: 

This course is similar to MUS8632 yet here the students do not play on their own. They will collaborate with a chamber 

ensemble or an orchestra in which the student is to be featured as the soloist. The ways of communication, collaboration 
and a spirit of teammateship are to be developed. 

A student is required to meet with his/her supervisor regularly during the term. The supervisor will provide necessary 

guidance and supervision on the student’s preparation of the Doctoral Graduation Concert and monitors his/her progress. 

GGE5001C 
Academic Writing and Presentation 

學術論文寫作和演講 

Brief course description: 

This course is specifically designed for research postgraduate students. It aims to develop academic English writing skills 

and communication competence in international academic context. It will provide hands-on skills or workshops in writing 

an academic research thesis and paper, and help students prepare and edit it. It will also provide workshops to improve the 

communication and public speaking skills. There are in total 7 workshops, each lasting for 3 hours. At the end of this 

course, postgraduate students are expected to master professional skills of writing academic proposals, thesis and scientific 

papers, and presenting research results. 
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Appendix 

Piano Performance Concentration 

Pre-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS7600 
Graduate Study for Pianists I 

研究生鋼琴課（一） 3 C 

This course is a one-to-one coaching in the 

fundamental practical skills of playing the piano. 

Students will learn how to improve their piano 
playing techniques and skills, to perform in the 

right kind of style and with a high level of artistry. 

MUS7601 
Graduate Study for Pianists II 

研究生鋼琴課（二） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS7600. The course is 

a one-to-one coaching in the intermediate practical 

skills of playing the piano. Students will learn how 

to polish their piano playing techniques and skills, 

to perform in the right kind of style and with a high 

level of artistry. 

MUS7610 
Piano Literature - Solo 

鋼琴音樂文獻 – 獨奏曲 3 C 

This course presents selected piano literature with 

references to elements in history of music and art. 

There will be a lot of listening to familiarize 

students with the selected works with appropriate 
stylistic interpretation and technical details. 

MUS7611 
Essentials of Proper Piano Technique 

正確鋼琴技巧概要 3 C 

This course will train students to formulate a sharp 

observations and applications to the essentials of 

proper piano techniques including posture, 

fingering techniques, the use of pedals, relaxation, 

etc. 

MUS7612 
Chamber Music Literature for Piano 

鋼琴室內樂文獻 3 C 

This course will introduce students to selected 

chamber music literature involving the piano. 

Elements in the history of music and art will be 

included. There will be a lot of listening to 

familiarize students on the selected works with 

appropriate stylistic interpretation and technical 
details. 

MUS7613 

Teaching and Developing Virtuoso 

Piano Playing 

鋼琴專業演奏的教學與發展 
3 C 

This course will introduce students to the 

fundamentals of teaching, developing, maintaining 

and mastering virtuoso techniques in piano playing. 

Various master schools in virtuoso piano playing 

will be introduced and discussed. The different 

ways of playing style will be demonstrated. 

MUS8600 
Graduate Study for Pianists III 

研究生鋼琴課（三） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS7601.  It is a one-

to-one coaching in the advanced practical skills of 

playing the piano. Students will learn how to further 

polish their playing techniques and skills, to 

perform in the right kind of style and interpretation 

at a higher level of artistry. 

MUS8601 
Graduate Study for Pianists IV 

研究生鋼琴課（四） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS8600.  It is a one-

to-one coaching in the virtuosic skills of playing the 

piano. Students will consolidate their playing 

techniques and skills, to perform in the most 

appropriate style and interpretation at the highest 

level of artistry. 

MUS8610 
Orchestral Works for Piano 

鋼琴與樂隊作品 3 C 

This course discusses selected works featuring the 

piano with an orchestra. Students will study the 

piano solo part as well as the orchestral part to have 

a complete understanding of the selected works 

through detailed analysis. 

MUS8611 
The Art of Music Score Reading 

樂譜閱讀藝術 3 C 
This course develops students’ ability in analytical 

listening through score reading of a wide variety of 
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music materials. Students will be brought to 

attention the essential points in score reading 

including mental preparation and insightful 

observation. 

MUS8620 
Contemporary Piano Literature 

當代鋼琴文獻 3 C 

This course discusses selected piano repertoire in 

contemporary music (from the 20th century to the 

present days) including music written by Chinese 

composers whether arrangement of traditional 

tunes or original compositions. The role of classical 

music in a modern society and the role of pop music 
will be examined. 

MUS8621 

Psychology and Methodology of 

Music Teaching 

音樂教學心理學與方法論 
3 C 

This course discusses the psychology of musicians 

taking references to their behaviour and thinking. 

Methodology will be derived for the musicians on 

teaching music to a wide range of people from 

amateur to professional, from young to old. 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS8602 
Graduate Study for Pianists V 

研究生鋼琴課（五） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS8601.  It is a one-

to-one coaching in the virtuosic skills of playing 
the piano. Students will further consolidate their 

playing techniques and skills, to perform in the 

most appropriate style and interpretation at the 

highest level of artistry. Students will form a 

unique voice of their own so that their 

performance will come up with a personal 

identity. 

MUS8622 
Thesis in Piano Performance 

鋼琴演奏論文 3 C 

This course is the planning and writing of a thesis 

in piano performance. Under the guidance of a 

supervisor, students will select a suitable topic, 

read and develop the references. Students will 

then work independently to deliver the paper on 
a selected topic with regular consultation with 

their supervisors. An oral defence will take place 

after submitting thesis. 

MUS8623 

Preparing and Presenting a Lecture 

Recital 

講座音樂會的準備與發表 
3 C 

This practice-based course introduces students to 

the preparation process of a lecture recital 

including the selection of topic and materials, the 

related academic research, the write up, the steps 

in presentation, the demonstration, interaction 

with audience, etc. 

MUS8632 

Doctoral Graduation Concert – 

Piano Solo 

博士生畢業音樂會 – 鋼琴獨奏 
3 C 

This is a solo concert which the students have 

been preparing under the supervision of a teacher 

to ensure steady progress towards the highest 
level of artistry. Students will need to prepare the 

programme book including biography, 

programme notes of selected works and layout. 

A student is required to meet with his/her 

supervisor regularly during the term. The 

supervisor will provide necessary guidance and 

supervision on the student’s preparation of the 

Doctoral Graduation Concert and monitors 

his/her progress. 

MUS8633 

Doctoral Graduation Concert – 

Piano with a Chamber Ensemble or 

Orchestra 
3 C 

This course is similar to MUS8632 yet here the 

students do not play on their own. They will 

collaborate with a chamber ensemble or an 
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博士生畢業音樂會 – 鋼琴與室內

樂或樂隊 

orchestra in which the student is to be featured as 

the soloist. The ways of communication, 

collaboration and a spirit of teammateship are to 

be developed. 

A student is required to meet with his/her 

supervisor regularly during the term. The 

supervisor will provide necessary guidance and 

supervision on the student’s preparation of the 

Doctoral Graduation Concert and monitors 

his/her progress. 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

GGE5001C 
Academic Writing and Presentation 

學術論文寫作和演講 2 Pass 

This course is specifically designed for 
research postgraduate students. It aims to 
develop academic English writing skills 
and communication competence in 
international academic context. It will 
provide hands-on skills or workshops in 
writing an academic research thesis and 
paper, and help students prepare and edit it. 
It will also provide workshops to improve 
the communication and public speaking 
skills. There are in total 7 workshops, each 
lasting for 3 hours. At the end of this 
course, postgraduate students are expected 
to master professional skills of writing 
academic proposals, thesis and scientific 
papers, and presenting research results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocal Performance Concentration 

Pre-Candidacy Stage 



 
18 

Required Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS7200 
Graduate Study for Vocalists I 

研究生聲樂課（一） 3 C 

This course is a one-to-one coaching in practical 

singing skills and the development of 

musicianship. Students will learn how to 

produce the best singing tone and to perform in 

the right kind of interpretation and style. 

MUS7201 
Graduate Study for Vocalists II 

研究生聲樂課（二） 3 C 

This one-to-one coaching course is the 

continuation of MUS7200. Students will 
strengthen their practical singing skills and 

develop their musicianship. Students will learn 

how to produce the best singing tone and 

perform in the right kind of interpretation and 

style. 

MUS7202 

Special Topic in Vocal Music 

Literature I 

聲樂文獻專題研究（一） 
3 C 

This course discusses selected topics in vocal 

literature within the period from the 17th century 

to the present day. The literature does not limit 

to western classical music such as German 

Lieder, French chansons, Italian arias and the 

operatic genres; and may cover doctrines and 

issues in musical works written in Chinese and 
other languages. 

MUS7203 

Special Topic in Vocal Music 

Literature II 

聲樂文獻專題研究（二） 
3 C 

This course is the continuation of MUS7202. It 

further elaborates on selected topics in vocal 

literature within the period from the 17th century 

to the present day. The literature does not limit 

to western classical music such as German 

Lieder, French chansons, Italian arias and the 

operatic genres; and may cover doctrines and 

issues in musical works written in Chinese and 

other languages. 

MUS7210 
Doctoral Vocal Solo Recital I 

聲樂博士生獨唱會（一） 3 C 

This is a vocal concert to be delivered by the 

students which will have the programme and 
selected repertoire jointly decided with the 

teachers. Students will prepare the concert under 

the supervision of the teacher in technical 

competency, style and interpretation, stage 

manner, etc. Students will also need to prepare 

their biography and programme notes. 

MUS7211 
Doctoral Vocal Solo Recital II 

聲樂博士生獨唱會（二） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS7210 which is a 

vocal concert to be delivered by the students 

having the programme and selected repertoire 

jointly decided with the teachers. Students will 

prepare a comprehensive and more technically 

advanced concert under the supervision of the 
teacher in technical competency, style and 

interpretation, stage manner, etc. Students will 

also need to prepare their biography and 

programme notes. 

MUS8200 
Graduate Study for Vocalists III 

研究生聲樂課（三） 3 C 

This one-to-one coaching course is the 

continuation of MUS7201. Students will further 

strengthen their practical singing skills and 

develop their musicianship. Students will learn 

how to produce the best singing tone and 

perform in the right kind of interpretation and 

style with a high level of artistry. 
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MUS8201 
Graduate Study for Vocalists IV 

研究生聲樂課（四） 3 C 

This one-to-one coaching course is the 

continuation of MUS8200 Students will achieve 

the best singing skills and consolidate the 

musicianship. Students will learn how to 

produce the best singing tone and perform in the 

right kind of interpretation and style with a 

higher level of artistry. 

MUS8202 
Doctoral Seminar for Vocalists 

聲樂博士生專題研討會 3 C 

This seminar course will have invited guest 

speakers moderated by the teacher to discuss 

issues and concerns in vocal performance 

including but not limited to technical, 

physiological, philosophical and aesthetical 
topics. 

MUS8203 
Opera Studies I 

歌劇研習（一） 3 C 

This course introduces students to the 

participation in an opera performance which is a 

comprehensive presentation including many 
technical areas in addition to singing. Students 

will prepare a complete opera or excerpts of an 

opera under the guidance of the teacher for a 

stage performance at the end of term. 

MUS8211 

Candidacy Examination Preparation 

cum Examination for Vocalists 

聲樂資格考試備考與考試 
3 C 

This course presents the scope of the Candidacy 

Examination. Topics and content with related 

materials will be introduced and drilled. 

Students will take the Candidacy Examination at 

the end of the course. 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS8222 
Graduate Study for Vocalists V 

研究生聲樂課（五） 3 C 

This one-to-one coaching course is the 

continuation of MUS8201.  Students will 
achieve the best singing skills and musicianship. 

Students will learn how to produce the best 

singing tone and perform in the right kind of 

interpretation and style with the highest level of 

artistry. 

MUS8232 
Thesis in Vocal Performance 

聲樂表演論文 3 C 

This course is the planning and writing of a 

thesis in vocal performance. Under the guidance 

of a supervisor, students will select a suitable 

topic and read the references. Students will then 

work independently to deliver a paper on the 

selected topic with regular consultation with 

their supervisors. An oral defence will take 
place after submitting thesis. 

MUS8233 

Doctoral Graduation Concert - 

Vocalists 

聲樂博士生畢業音樂會 
3 C 

This is the final concert of the students of Vocal 

Performance who will discuss with their teacher 

for a suitable programme showcasing the 

student’s strength, virtuosity, musicality and 

personal style. It should be a concert with the 

highest professional standard at the 

international level. Biography and programme 

notes will also be prepared and edited by the 

students involved. 
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Elective Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

GGE5001C 
Academic Writing and Presentation 

學術論文寫作和演講  2 

This course is specifically designed for research 

postgraduate students. It aims to develop 

academic English writing skills and 

communication competence in international 

academic context. It will provide hands-on skills 

or workshops in writing an academic research 

thesis and paper, and help students prepare and 
edit it. It will also provide workshops to improve 

the communication and public speaking skills. 

There are in total 7 workshops, each lasting for 

3 hours. At the end of this course, postgraduate 

students are expected to master professional 

skills of writing academic proposals, thesis and 

scientific papers, and presenting research 

results. 

MUS8204 
Opera Studies II 

歌劇研習（二）  3 

This course is the continuation MUS8203. It 

further elaborates on the participation in an 

opera performance which is a comprehensive 

presentation including many technical areas in 
addition to singing. Students will prepare 

another complete opera or excerpts of an opera 

under the guidance of the teacher for a stage 

performance at the end of term. 

MUS8205 

Vocal Works by Chinese 

Composers 

中國作曲家聲樂作品 
 3 

This course brings forth the more significant 

vocal solo works or operatic arias written or 

arranged by Chinese composers in the last 

century. Students will take note of the original 

ideas of works which in many cases involve 

Chinese traditional, operatic or folksong 

references. 
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Conducting Concentration 

Pre-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS7300 
Graduate Study for Conductors I  

研究生指揮課（一） 3 C 

This is a coaching course of conducting skills, 

preparation of score, preparation for rehearsal, 

style and interpretation, self-evaluation, etc. 

MUS7301 
Graduate Study for Conductors II 

研究生指揮課（二） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS7300. It 

elaborates on the coaching of conducting skills, 

preparation of score, preparation for rehearsal, 

style and interpretation, self-evaluation, etc. 

MUS7302 

Advanced Score Reading and 

Musicianship for Conductors 

高級讀譜及音樂素養訓練 
3 C 

This course leads students on how to approach 

more complicated musical works and the ways 

of preparing and marking the scores. Difficult 

passages will need to be highlighted and 

rehearsal skills will be deliberated to achieve the 
most efficient rehearsal result with accuracy and 

musical presentation. 

MUS7303 

Special Topic in Orchestral 

Literature I 

樂隊作品文獻專題研究（一） 
3 C 

This course selects orchestral repertoire from 

the 17h century to the present day for analytical 

discussion on the historical background and 

significance of the selected works, their 

influences, conducting points of interest and 

difficulties that students may encounter. 

MUS7310 
Conducting Practicum I 

指揮實踐（一） 3 C 

This practice-based course allows students to 

implement their acquired skills in a professional 

situation. Through the arrangement of the 

School, students will be placed in a professional 

group to practice what they have learnt. This 
may include sectional rehearsal, full rehearsal 

and actual concerts. The teacher will serve as 

Practicum supervisor. 

MUS7311 
Conducting Practicum II 

指揮實踐（二） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS7310. This 

practice-based course allows students to further 

implement their acquired skills in a professional 

situation. Through the arrangement of the 

School, students will be placed in a professional 

group to practice what they have learnt. This 

may include sectional rehearsal, full rehearsal 

and actual concerts. The teacher will serve as 

Practicum supervisor. 

MUS8300 
Graduate Study for Conductors III 

研究生指揮課（三） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS7301. It 

includes in-depth coaching of conducting skills, 

preparation of score, preparation for rehearsal, 

style and interpretation, self-evaluation, etc. 

MUS8301 
Graduate Study for Conductors IV 

研究生指揮課（四） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS8300. Students 

should now be very independent and can prepare 

the selected score for planning rehearsal and 

concert with little supervision by the teachers. 

MUS8303 

Special Topic in Orchestral 
Literature II 

樂隊作品文獻專題研究（二） 
3 C 

This course is the continuation of MUS7303 

which selects orchestral repertoire from the 17th 

century to the present day for in-depth analytical 

discussion on the historical background and 

significance of the selected works, their 
influences, conducting points of interest and 

difficulties that students may encounter. These 

works may be the well-known or lesser known 

pieces of music. 



 
22 

MUS8310 
Orchestral Conducting Seminar 

樂隊指揮法研討會 3 C 

This seminar course will have invited guest 

speakers moderated by the teacher to discuss 

issues and concerns in conducting performance 

including but not limited to technical, 

physiological, philosophical and aesthetical 

topics. 

MUS8320 
Opera Conducting I 

歌劇指揮法（一） 3 C 

This course develops students’ skills and 

techniques in conducting opera. Students will 

note the music, the act, the scene, the characters, 

the lighting and the many other aspects 
contributing to an opera. 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS8323 

Chamber Ensemble/Orchestra 

Repertoire Studies and Conducting 

室内樂/樂隊曲目之研習與指揮 
3 C 

This course studies music repertoires written for 

chamber orchestra and ensemble of all kinds of 

combinations through the various musical style 

periods. Students will be introduced to the more 

significant works in this genre, make an in-
depth analysis and learn to conduct these pieces 

proficiently in the appropriate style. 

MUS8324 

Music Literature and Its 

Interpretations in Humanities 

音樂文獻與其演繹的人文精神 
3 C 

This course covers the aesthetical and 

philosophical issues of selected musical works 

to examine the performing style and 

interpretation. Students will discuss the 

elements and the spirit of humanities as 

reflected in the musical works and applied to 

music performances. 

 

Post-Candidacy Stage 

Required Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

MUS8321 

Opera Conducting II 

歌劇指揮法（二） 3 C 

This is the continuation of MUS8320. It further 

develops students’ skills and techniques in 

conducting opera. Students will note the music, 

the act, the scene, the characters, the lighting 

and the many other aspects contributing to an 

opera. 

MUS8322 

Thesis in Orchestral Conducting 

樂隊指揮法論文 3 C 

This course is the planning and writing of a 

thesis in orchestral conducting. Under the 

guidance of a supervisor, students will select a 

suitable topic, read and develop the references. 

Students will then work independently to 
deliver the thesis on a selected topic with 

regular consultation with their supervisors. An 

oral defence will take place after submitting 

thesis. 

Elective Courses: 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Units 
Minimum 

Grade 
Brief Course Description 

GGE5001C 
Academic Writing and Presentation 

學術論文寫作和演講 2 Pass 

This course is specifically designed for research 

postgraduate students. It aims to develop 

academic English writing skills and 

communication competence in international 
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academic context. It will provide hands-on 

skills or workshops in writing an academic 

research thesis and paper, and help students 

prepare and edit it. It will also provide 

workshops to improve the communication and 

public speaking skills. There are in total 7 

workshops, each lasting for 3 hours. At the end 

of this course, postgraduate students are 

expected to master professional skills of writing 

academic proposals, thesis and scientific 
papers, and presenting research results. 

MUS8333 

Doctoral Graduation Concert – 

Conducting 

指揮博士生畢業音樂會 
3 C 

This is the final concert of the students of 

Conducting who will discuss with their  teacher 

for a suitable programme showcasing the 

student’s strength, virtuosity, musicality and 

personal style. It should be a concert with the 

highest professional standard at the 

international level. Biography and programme 

notes will also be prepared and edited by the 

students. 

MUS8334 

Professional Practice for Conductors 

指揮的專業實踐 3 C 

This practice-based course requires students to 

station in a performing group taking up 
conducting duties. Students may opt to form a 

new group and serves as its Music Director. 

Their duties will include selecting musical 

works suitable to the group, auditioning 

musicians and soloists, planning the concert, 

conducting the rehearsal and concert with video 

documentation plus writing a self-evaluation 

report. It is hoped that through such practices, 

students will cultivate their leadership, creative 

spirit, workplace drive and career development. 

Students need to provide a portfolio of the 
above-mentioned and submit it to the teachers 

for an oral interview. 
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