Programme Title: M.Phil. - Ph.D. in Musicology
Offered by: School of Music

Applicable Cohort: 2025-26 and thereafter

Study Plan of M.Phil. - Ph.D. Programme

Target Participants

The Programme is designed for students who wish to pursue a higher degree the board area of
Musicology, with research focus in Historical Musicology, Ethnomusicology, or Applied Musicology.
An applicant with a research Master’s degree should apply for admission into the Ph.D. Stream, while
an applicant with a Bachelor’s degree can apply for admission into either the M.Phil. or the Ph.D.
Stream. Applicants should have educational background in music.

Programme Information

Study Mode: Full Time

Study Period:
Maximum
Study Pre- Normative | Maximum
Degree . . .
Mode Candidacy Period Period
Period !
M.Phil. Full-time -- 24 months | 48 months
Ph.D. (entering with a research master’s Full-time | 24 months? | 48 months | 72 months
degree)
Ph.D. (entering without a research master’s Full-time | 36 months >° | 60 months | 84 months

degree)

switch to M.Phil. study.

Maximum period to pass the candidacy requirement, counted from first entry.

A student who fails to pass the candidacy requirement within the maximum pre-candidacy period is required to
withdraw from Ph.D. study.

A student who fails to pass the candidacy requirement within the maximum pre-candidacy period is allowed to




Requirements for M.Phil. Students

1. Course Requirement

The total number of units required for graduation within the normative study period for M.Phil. students
1s 48 units.

Study Period Course Type Total units

Lecture Courses 18 units

Thesis Research Course
MUS8500 Thesis Research

Normative Study Period (2 | Other Courses

6 units x 4 terms = 24 units

years) MUS6720 Pro-Seminar in Musicology 6 units
MUS6721 Pro-Seminar in Field Methods
MUS6722 Lecture Series in Music and Arts
Civic Education (CE) Courses Refer to the official notice

applicable to students of Chinese nationality | from GS

Exceeding Normative Study
Period (if applicable, no
more than 2 years)

Thesis Research Course

MUSS8500 Thesis Research 6 units x 4 terms = 24 units

2. Normative Study Period (2 years)

2.1 Lecture Courses

2.1.1 Course Requirement

A minimum of 18 units is required. The course list is provided in the Appendix.

e Historical Musicology Concentration: MUST take at least 8 units from Group A, and at least 10
units from Groups B, C, and D.

e Ethnomusicology Concentration: MUST take at least 8 units from Group B, and at least 10 units
from Groups A, C, and D.

e Applied Musicology Concentration: MUST take at least 8 units from Group C, and at least 10
units from Groups A, B, and D.

2.1.2 Course Exemption

Students may be granted course and/or unit exemptions if they have taken similar or equivalent
postgraduate courses with satisfactory performance (“B” grade or above). Supporting documents such
as academic transcripts and course syllabus must be provided. Exemption for a maximum of 6 units may
be granted for lecture courses. The application should be approved by the Dean of the Graduate School
after the endorsement of the Programme Director/Coordinator and the Graduate Panel Chair.

Please refer to the policy on Course and Unit Exemptions posted on the official website of the Graduate
School for more details: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/52.



https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/52

2.2 Thesis Research Course

Students MUST register for MUSS8500 Thesis Research every term (excluding the summer term), and
submit a research progress report at the end of each term (excluding the summer term). The minimum
requirements are listed below.

Students specializing in Chinese music may choose to submit their theses in Chinese. However, the
thesis proposal must be written in both Chinese and English. These students are required to complete an
application form in advance and obtain prior approval from their supervisor, the Graduate Panel (GP),
and the Board of Graduate Studies (BGS).

Course Code Course Title Units | Contact Hours | Minimum Grade
MUS8500 Thesis Research 6 84 C

A student is required to meet with his/her supervisor regularly who provides necessary guidance and
supervision on the student’s thesis research and monitors his/her academic progress.

2.3 Other Courses

All students in this programme are required to take the following courses:

Course Code Course Title Units | Contact Hours | Minimum Grade
MUS6720 Pro-Seminar in Musicology 3 42 C
MUS6721 Pro-Seminar in Field Methods 3 42 C
MUS6722 Lecture Series in Music and Arts 0 -- Pass

2.4 Civic Education

Please refer to the official notice from GS.

3. Thesis Defence

An M.Phil. candidate is required to pass an oral examination held by the Thesis Assessment Committee.
Students specializing in Chinese music who write their theses in Chinese, with prior approval from their
supervisor, the GP and the BGS as mentioned, will have their oral defence in Chinese.

4. Exceeding Normative Study Period (if applicable, no more than 2 years)

Students MUST register for MUS8500 Thesis Research every term (excluding the summer term). The
minimum number of units per term is 6.

5. Progress towards Graduation

Please refer to Section 5. Progress towards Graduation in the Code of Practice.

6. Other Information

The Code of Practice (Research Postgraduate Studies) can be found at: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/RPG

Other Supplementary Materials (including Copyright, Academic Integrity, Honesty in Academic
Work and Research and Thesis Writing, etc.) are available at: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/143


https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/RPG
https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/143

Requirements for Ph.D. Students

1. Course Requirement

PhD candidates have to complete a minimum number of units of Lecture courses and Thesis research
courses (on a per term basis), during the pre-candidacy and post-candidacy stage. However, since the
study period of the students may vary, the total number of Thesis research courses to be taken may also
vary, which will affect the total number of units taken by each student for graduation.

For Ph.D. students WITH a research master’s degree, the total number of units required for graduation

within the normative study period is:

Study Period

Course Type

Total units

Pre-candidacy Stage (2
years)

Lecture Courses

27 units

Thesis Research Course
MUS8500 Thesis Research

6 units X 4 terms = 24 units

Other Courses

MUS6720 Pro-Seminar in Musicology
MUS6721 Pro-Seminar in Field Methods
MUSG6722 Lecture Series in Music and Arts

6 units

Civic Education (CE) Courses
applicable to students of Chinese nationality

Refer to the official notice
from GS

Post-candidacy Stage (2
years)

Thesis Research Course
MUS8700 Thesis Research

12 units X 4 terms = 48 units

Civic Education (CE) Courses
applicable to students of Chinese nationality

Refer to the official notice
from GS

Exceeding Normative
Study Period (if
applicable, no more than 2
years)

Thesis Research Course
MUSS8700 Thesis Research

12 units X 4 terms = 48 units

For Ph.D. students WITHOUT a research master’s degree, the total number of units required for
graduation within the normative study period is:

Study Period

Course Type

Total units

Pre-candidacy Stage (3
years)

Lecture Courses

27 units

Thesis Research Course
MUS8500 Thesis Research

6 units X 6 terms = 36 units

Other Courses

MUS6720 Pro-Seminar in Musicology
MUS6721 Pro-Seminar in Field Methods
MUSG6722 Lecture Series in Music and Arts

6 units

Civic Education (CE) Courses
applicable to students of Chinese nationality

Refer to the official notice
from GS

Post-candidacy Stage (2
years)

Thesis Research Course
MUSS8700 Thesis Research

12 units X 4 terms = 48 units

Civic Education (CE) Courses
applicable to students of Chinese nationality

Refer to the official notice
from GS

Exceeding Normative
Study Period (if
applicable, no more than
2 years)

Thesis Research Course
MUSS8700 Thesis Research

12 units X 4 terms = 48 units




2. Pre-candidacy Stage to Post-candidacy Stage

e There are two stages of Ph.D. study: the pre-candidacy stage and the post-candidacy stage. No
student will be admitted directly as a Ph.D. student in post-candidacy stage; such a status can only
be gained by a pre-candidacy Ph.D. student upon satisfying all the Candidacy Requirements. Only
a Ph.D. candidate (i.e. PhD student in the post-candidacy stage) can submit a thesis and be examined.

e No Ph.D. student shall proceed to the post-candidacy stage until she/he has fulfilled all components
of the requirements. The requirements include at least the following components:
(a) Course requirements;
(b) * Candidacy examination (including written and oral examinations); and

(c) Thesis proposal and defence of proposal.

* The examination should be passed by the end of 24 months from the first entry for students with a
research master’s degree or 36 months from the first entry for students without a research master’s
degree.

3. Pre-candidacy Stage (2 or 3 years)
3.1 Lecture Courses
3.1.1 Course Requirement

A student will have to complete at least 27 units of lecture courses as part of the candidacy requirement.
The course list is provided in the Appendix.

e Historical Musicology Concentration: MUST take at least 11 units from Group A, and at least 16
units from Groups B, C, and D.

e Ethnomusicology Concentration: MUST take at least 11 units from Group B, and at least 16 units
from Groups A, C, and D.

3.1.2 Course Exemption

Students may be granted course and/or unit exemption if they have taken similar or equivalent
postgraduate courses with satisfactory performance (“B” grade or above). Supporting documents such
as academic transcripts and course syllabus must be provided. Exemption for a maximum of 6 units may
be granted for lecture courses. The application should be approved by the Dean of the Graduate School
after the endorsement of the Programme Director/Coordinator and the Graduate Panel Chair.

Please refer to the policy on Course and Unit Exemptions posted on the official website of the Graduate
School for more details: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/52.

3.2 Thesis Research Course

Students MUST register for MUSS8500 Thesis Research every term (excluding the summer term), and
submit a research progress report at the end of each term (excluding the summer term). The minimum
requirements are listed below.


https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/52

Students specializing in Chinese music may choose to submit their theses in Chinese. However, the
thesis proposal must be written in both Chinese and English. These students are required to complete an
application form in advance and obtain prior approval from their supervisor, the Graduate Panel (GP),
and the Board of Graduate Studies (BGS).

Course Code Course Title Units | Contact Hours | Minimum Grade
MUS8500 Thesis Research 6 &4 C

A student is required to meet with his/her supervisor regularly who provides necessary guidance and
supervision on the student’s thesis research and monitors his/her academic progress.

3.3 Other Courses

All students in this programme are required to take the following courses:

Course Code Course Title Units | Contact Hours | Minimum Grade
MUS6720 Pro-Seminar in Musicology 3 42 C
MUS6721 Pro-Seminar in Field Methods 3 42 C
MUS6722 Lecture Series in Music and Arts 0 -- Pass

3.4 Civic Education

Please refer to the official notice from GS.

3.5 Candidacy Examination
Each student will have to attend a candidacy examination before the end of the maximum pre-candidacy

period. Candidacy examination will be comprehensive and rigorous, including two parts:

Part I - A comprehensive written examination;
Part II - Thesis proposal and oral defence.

A student must obtain a pass grade in both of the above two Parts to pass the Candidacy Examination.
Each Part may be attempted a maximum of two times.

A student specializing in Chinese music has the option to conduct his/her oral defence in either Chinese
or English.

4. Post-candidacy Stage (2 years)
There is no compulsory lecture course for Ph.D. students at their post-candidacy stage.

Each student must register for MUSS8700 Thesis Research every term (excluding the summer term). The
minimum number of units per term is 12.

Students specializing in Chinese music may choose to submit their theses in Chinese. However, the
thesis proposal must be written in both Chinese and English. These students are required to complete an
application form in advance and obtain prior approval from their supervisor, the Graduate Panel (GP),
and the Board of Graduate Studies (BGS).

Course Code Course Title Units | Contact Hours | Minimum Grade
MUS&700 Thesis Research 12 168 C




A student is required to meet with his/her supervisor regularly who provides necessary guidance and
supervision on the student’s thesis research and monitors his/her academic progress.

5. Thesis Defence

A Ph.D. candidate is required to pass an oral examination held by the Thesis Assessment Committee.
Students specializing in Chinese music who write their theses in Chinese, with prior approval from their
supervisor, the GP and the BGS as mentioned, will have their oral defence in Chinese.

6. Post-candidacy — Exceeding Normative Study Period (if applicable, 2 years)

Each student MUST register for MUSS700 Thesis Research every term (excluding the summer term).
The minimum number of units per term is 12.

7. Progress towards Graduation

Please refer to Section 5. Progress towards Graduation in the Code of Practice.

8. Other Information

The Code of Practice (Research Postgraduate Studies) can be found at: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/RPG

Other Supplementary Materials (including Copyright, Academic Integrity, Honesty in Academic
Work and Research and Thesis Writing, etc.) are available at: https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/143


https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/RPG
https://gs.cuhk.edu.cn/page/143

Appendix

Group A:
Course Code | Course Title Units Contact Minimum
Hours Grade
MUS5400 Historical Methods in Musicology 2 28 C
MUS5401 Current Issues in Music History 2 28 C
MUS5402 Music Notation and Paleography 3 42 C
MUS6702 Music in Time I 2 28 C
MUS6703 Music in Time II 2 28 C
Group B:
Course Code | Course Title Units Contact Minimum
Hours Grade
MUS5410 Music as Culture 2 28 C
MUS5411 Current Issues in Ethnomusicology 2 28 C
MUS5412 Unique Perspectives on Chinese Music Studies | 2 28 C
MUS6803 Advanced Analysis of World Music 2 28 C
MUS6804 Ethnography of Musical Performance 3 42 C
Group C:
Course Code | Course Title Units Contact Minimum
Hours Grade
MUS5420 Advanced Topic in Music Industries in China 2 28 C
MUS5421 Music Publishing and Editing Practices 2 28 C
MUS5422 Intanglblg Cultural Heritage and Music ) 78 C
Sustainability
MUS6902 Music and Social Responsibility 2 28 C
MUS6904 Music in Communities 2 28 C
Group D:
Course Code | Course Title Units Contact Minimum
Hours Grade
MUS5107 Advgnced Studies in Critical Thinking about 3 47 C
Music
MUS5407 Historical Ethnomusicology 2 28 C
MUS5612 Music and Social Connectivity 3 42 C
MUS6211 Historical Performance 1600-1900 3 42 C
MUS6600 Performance Psychology 3 42 C
MUS6603 Arts and Technology 3 42 C
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